
Sample Battle of the Books Questions [2009]

ROUND 1 

Question 1:
“There are 24 kids in my class.  I just know someone is going to bring in cupcakes to share.”
Answer:
Math Curse   [p. 10] by Jon Scieszka

Question 2:
“Out of all of his dreams, his was the one he liked the best, even if it seemed to be the one 
most out of his reach.”  
Answer:
Heat  [p. 177]  by Mike Lupica

Question 3:
In this book, the fifteenth of August is an important deadline.
Answer:
By the Great Horn Spoon!   [p. 169]  by Sid Fleischman

Question 4:
On September 13, 1848, things change forever.
Answer:
Phineas Gage  [p. 1]  by John Fleischman

Question 5:
In which book do you learn about the founding of Fisk University?
Answer:
Band of Angels  [pp. 4, 8, 26, 30]  by Deborah Hopkinson

Question 6:
In which book is one of the characters declared a Convention Refugee?
Answer:
Ryan and Jimmy  [p.52]  by Herb Shoveller

Question 7:
In which book is there a picture of something circular “specially designed to give everyone a 
good view?”
Answer:
You Wouldn’t Want to be Sick in the 16th Century  [p. 9]  by Kathryn Senior

Question 8:
In which book is a dog rescued after being caught in a riptide?
Answer:
Spy Who Came in From the Sea  [p.61-62]  by Peggy Nolan

Question 9:
In which book does the narrator provide her own drawings as illustrations, such as the 
science fair banner picture?
Answer:
Year of the Dog  [p. 63]  by Grace Lin 
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Question 10:
“It’s funny to watch the chicks chase the adults when they return from sea.”
Answer:
My Season with Penguins [p. 41]  by Sophie Webb

Question 11:
In which book is Dad always late?
Answer:
Rules [p.4, p.35, p.160]  by Cynthia Lord

BONUS!  Question 12:  [worth 4 points]
“All the tools were there before him – the fat wooden mallets, the sharply pointed awls, the 
knives as keen as razors.”
Answer:
Out of Darkness   [p. 6]  by Russell Freedman

TIE-BREAKER QUESTIONS 

TB Question 1:
“We do need an angel.” 
Answer:
Heat  [p. 11]  by Mike Lupica

TB Question 2:
“My object in life in not simply to make money for myself, but to use part of what I make in 
trying to help others.”
Answer:
Vision of Beauty  [p. 43]  by Kathryn Lasky

TB Question 3:
In which book do you learn about scientist Paul Errington's research about the relationships 
between predator and prey?
Answer:
Once a Wolf  [p. 14]  by Stephen Swinburne

TB Question 4:
Many things are packed for the journey in this book, the last being dog tags. 
Answer:
My Season with Penguins   [p. 6]  by Sophie Webb

TB Question 5:
"If you want to get away from someone, you can check your watch and say, 'Sorry, gotta 
go.'" 
Answer:
Rules  [p. 8]  by Cynthia Lord


